A Look at the Church Today

Now, I've been a priest for over fifty years, améioforty-eight of those years were spent in parish
work. People often think the priest is lonely withthing to do all week except waiting for next Saptb
come around when he would have something to dshlyex few Masses and hear a few confesdmmisit
crazy?l saw Sunday as the easiest day of the week. Wendriest, who is conscientious and answers God's
call, as he should, is very busy with the Lord aadls twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week.

| had classes for non-Catholics interested in tagh@ic faith, marriage preparations, weddings,
funerals, and parish administration. That last,@tministration, took comparatively little timedawas
easy. When something was difficult or beyond myasasthnding, | got laity to do it and just took dtéar
it. (Ha-ha!) | found time to conduct youth pilgrimages to harsites in Europe and wrote many articles and
books. Keeping active in my priestly endeavorsisparish gave me knowledge about what needed to be
written. What has happened in the Church in theermodiorld is nothing like what Vatican Il reallydhan
mind.

They say I'm now "retired.” But it seems | am asupeed with work of the priesthood and the Chursh a
ever. After all, priesthood and Church go togetisedoes Holy Eucharist and Holy Orders. Here laolc
priest, a reality brought home each time | lookhi@ mirror, but in my mind | don't feel old.

l, looking at this crazy old world and the crazintfs that are going on, ask myself, "Does anyone
else see what | see, and if they do, do they cAe?have families that think they are excellentGhts
and priests who would consider themselves most toyiie Church and therefore orthodox, nonetheless
look the other way on issues that threaten the @eistence of civilization and the Church itséi't it
crazy?

Oh! I know Jesus promised that His Churclhidmever be destroyed. And | believe that. Howgler
see emerging a seriously weakened Church. | knom fristory that the true Church disappeared almost
entirely in some areas in past centuries. It's\cralzat's happening, but its up to lay people tamétere
and see that Jesus’ promise is kept. He's pronusgieeserve His Church, that's you as well as tey.
Remember, the lay people make up most of Jesusclhilihere are many more of you than there are
priests, who seem to be dwindling in number, aasibm that could be classified as crazy.

Matrimony

What has happened koly Matrimony? When | was a child, we had to recite the sevema8zents and
what | remember includddoly Orders, HolyEucharist, Holy MatrimonyToday, people just say marriage
or matrimony. Maybe the reason is that many maggage no longer holy.

When | was a young man, | didn't know of any matheorking outside the home. | can't think of
one. Now | knew many who worked, but it was alwaythe home. They took care of their children twent
four hours a day. Not many girls went to collegthibse days because you didn't need a collegetestuta
be a homemaker and take care of children. The ytadgs stayed home and were taught and trained for
their future by the best educators in the worldthrapand dad. My mother was an excellent seamdirgss
only in the home. She taught my sisters the samey fiever went to college. The only career theyewer
prepared for wamotherhoodthe ultimate dignity of womanhood.



Have you noticed that many high school girls tad#iyabout their career? They plan where they will
go to college for their career. Most often theirth@ss are working and have not taught them thedr life's
work. Isn't it crazy? They won't learn it in college. They will rathesk their eternal salvation there by
endangering their faith, as well as their purityhey make it through the college years theytiqably get
married soon after graduation, if not before. Tty will be deep in debt, get a job to pay offegd loans,
often in a field outside the field they got a degre. Isn't it crazy? They'll have almost no education or
training on being good wives and mothers, the wonatfor which God placed them in this world.

Godde men and women different, both physically and

psychologically. They are different from birth. Fsvme decades now the world has been denyingl that.
talked to a doctor recently whose first childremevgirls. Then God gave them a boy. The boy wasarty
months old when he became active and the doctdteane: "That boy is sure different from his sisté

The way children are educated as boys or girlsldhditfer for they learn differently and have diféat
interests. But what do we see today? Girls and vwmodnessing like boys and men and in many instances
even acting masculine.

"Dress affects and reflects attitudes."

That is what women have told me. A womanteroe recently that in 1995 she had "a personaksen
that she should resume the practice of the heagticmyv(veil) at church: "I did some research. dt itee to
recognize that for a woman it reflected her subioist the marriage headship of her husband asaséd
the authority of the Church. | liked that beautttubught. | put it into action.” The agenda of taminist
movement has been an attempt to deny their fentyniwhich makes for good wives and good mothers.
Isn't it crazy?

Liberation from God's Order Brings Tragedy

You have heard the expression "Women have beeratdge" Liberated from what? If a woman
considers herself "liberated”, then she is not psiagically prepared for a God-intended vocatiowds
and/or mother. She cannot be excused from her Gaah-gesponsibilities, her duty to be submissiwe, a
Christ was. If so, she will then become a slawdrtmigery and be unhappy. There is much talk atspudle
opportunities; that women in the work-world sholédallowed to do everything that men do. With mader
technology it is claimed that this is possible. Tdea is that women have been liberated to entewark in
a man's world. But what is it doing to her femitynto her characteristics of gentleness and mbtess?
Even more important, what is it doing to her chellrif she intends to have any? What is it dointh&o
security and love children need in the home? Wocaanot be liberated from motherhood and submission
any more than men from fatherhood and authoritaggponsibilities, which he must carry out if we &
have happy families.

Why is there so much juvenile delinquency today¥\ihso many youth turn to drugs, crime, and
permissive sex? Could it be due to the lack of aw@ome environment that offers love, joy, secuaitd
encouragement? If they don't find it at home, teegk these elsewhere and often in wrong places. Our
youth are angry and don't know why. In many cabes parents have practiced artificial birth cohtro
because they are not generous and sacrificialiiit, $ut rather materialistic.



When the man does not exercise his role as hahd lmome, the home will never be his castle. The
home will become a place of tension, and his witervever find happiness for she has refused te fhe
role of submission. In many instances, the fatlasrrieglected his role as head of the family bysrafuto
make decisions and exercise authority, not only bigechildren, but also over his wife. Surelywige and
mother shares her ideas and insights with her mastoait always in a manner that recognizes thmate
decision is that of her husband. If this God-resdalole for each is not practiced, there can lie lit
happiness in the home. Oftentimes their marriadeend in divorce. Their children will also enterto
marriages which are almost doomed from the st&it dngoing cycle is agazyas it is destructive.

God's plan for Happiness

God's own word in the Bible gives mankind the plahich is required for a successful and happy
society, but man chooses (with the free will Godeghim) to ignore God's directives. God's planustb
into the very nature of his people. God’s plan veaghe husband and wife to be fruitful and muitigb
establish a family with the man as head, with payna authority, and woman as submissive, but eéntr
and possessing primacy in love. The family is th&bdunit of society. When a growing majority afiides
are not following God's plan to increase and miyl{ifhe family), then not only will the family bentiappy,
but as it continues and multiplies its sins of bsdience, civilization itself is gravely endangered

If parents don't live good moral lives, they aréinfluencing their sons and daughters to have good
morals. If parents don't live chastely, they carexqiect their children to live lives of purity, oleg the
commandments and to enter holy marriages.

The Stress Factor

When the husband does not carry out his role ad bethe family, that is, as one who requires
obedience in love, both of his wife and his chifdrthen there will be great stress in the home diinee is
love in action. Without love, true happiness idaepd with debilitating stress. Where there is tamtsor
frequent stress in the family, there is not hapgsn&Vhere happiness is lacking, love and unitynate
experienced. When the husband gives up his rdiead or permits his wife to act as if she werecthef
authority in the family, and the husband assumeassive role, with the wife being aggressive and
authoritative, then the stress factor becomesesat ¢inat even the eternal salvation of the mentifdtsat
family is endangered. Children are not going toaligw in their holy Catholic faith and grow in ihcretain
it when they do not see positive fruits from itheir own home.

Why have young people been drawn to cults in redecades? Why, at the same time, have so many
developed immoral behavior, even living togethehaiit benefit of marriage®hy is therano outcry from
the pulpit?Isn’t it crazy?

Weakness is Not Charity

Many times under the guise of Christian charity timsband will burden his wife with his own
responsibilities because he is weak in exercisisgabithority. This is not charity. It is an escdpem
responsibility that is fatal to the family. Thesea teaching of the Church, which says that withreuffice



God gives a person in this life, God also givesrikeessary grace to live that office (one's vooatio
successfully. This does not mean exercising authworill be easy or without a cross. Jesus made no
exceptions in saying each one must take up hisad follow in His footsteps. Whatever the cost,
whatever the difficulties, the man was ordainedédhe head of the home and first in authority gt
exercise it. To let his wife be the one to disciplthe children while he (spinelesséy}-t-sby idly is, in
reality, cruelty to both wife and children. The f&nwill falter and fail; it will divide and fall. Then, where
there should be love and unity, there will be Ibitess and resentment.

In His inspired Word, God gave directives for faniife to enable it to be happy and thrive in this
world as well as for its members to be happy fbetarnity. Man as head; Woman as partner, helpmate
submission. Children to be the fruit of their lavieom they train and educate for future families ftdre
eternal life. There is niaddishsubstitute for this design of God. The ChurcihesMystical Body of Christ.
Families are miniature mystical bodies, little midual churches. When the family lives its roleaas
domestic church, patterned after the total Chursichvis Christ's Body — with this God-ordained sttue
and function — it will be happy in this world arehld to everlasting happiness in heaven. We kn@aghi
divinely revealed. There is no substitute for wBatl has done. Yet, many families live otherwlsa't it
crazy?

Wimpy Men Create Feminists

Many times we criticize feminists for wanting tat @as men, but feminists are right in a sense in
saying they must take over responsibility becauseyrmerdon't shoulder their responsibilitieghis is the
sad state of many families. In such cases the wasrthe one who does all or mostly all of the ¢ptning
while she simultaneously works outside the home.iSkense, overtired when she is home. Children th
do not receive tender loving care; bonding becom@sossible when the woman takes on male
responsibilities and characteristics. The childsian spend days at care-centers away from botmpar
because the man is not organized in supportinfamgy and handling his money. The unhappy motker i
unable to truly love her husband and the childasrshe should. Both parents are materialisticimkitng
they needed two incomes to meet all their needsy hglect the greatest need of all - love at homtéaeir
children.

There is an easy acceptance in today's societptitathusband and wife must work to make ends
meet.This belief is absolutely falskcan tell you that I've known many families wh#ére man manages the
money in such a way that his wife can stay hormeanage and nurture the children. When dad rettons f
work, he then becomes the disciplinarian and bafid and children respect him. He is seen as tieagth
of the home. Mother is happy because she expesduatfdiment in her divinely given daily duties teer
family. She is not involved in the battles of secidociety.

| know young adult men, who while courting theipleul future wives, make it clear to their female
friends that their understanding of God's lawswaags is for the man to be head of the home anddingan
submissive as St. Paul teaches. I've known youmywhe understand their faith well and who informeith
lady friends and wives that in going to church mrship she is to wear the veil as a sign of revezemd
submission. They point out how their position is5ad's word. The women accept and a happy marriage
results when the man assumes his rightful rolauthaity and she in love. If the woman does notwno
these things, he tells her what is right so shébeaagood wife and mother. If she cannot accegettruths
from God, he looks elsewhere for a helpmate.



He informs his future wife thdtis submissioto herwill involve sacrificing for her and the children,
meeting his responsibilities, so that she is fifdemancial worries and worldly concerns. Thishe tGodly
submission for the husband.

God's Word

St. Paul in First Corinthians is concerned withghaper celebration of the Eucharistic Liturgy (the
Mass and the Real Presencéjvant you to know that the head of every mabhsst; the head of a woman
is her husband; and the head of Christ is the Fathelndeed, if a woman will not wear a veilestught to
cut off her hair. If it is shameful for a womanhtave her haircut off or her head shaved, it is ctbat she
ought to wear a veil. A man, on the other handhbugt to cover his head, because he is the imaGed
and the reflection of His glory. Woman, in turnthe reflection of man's glory. Man was not maaenfr
woman but woman from mani (1 Cor. 11:3-8).

Such is what the Word of God teaches. Priestspaesentatives of the Church, ought to teach the
same. The sin of omission could be the primaryrdulpthe destruction of the faith and family.

St. Paul, writing under the inspiration of the H8Igirit, said women were to wear veils as signs of
reverence and submission. The Church does nothewithority to change the Word of God. Yet, fastin
women were able to convince most in the Churchefyg @anon Law, Tradition, yes, and even the Bible.
Isn't it crazy?

Many priests and Christian marriage counselorsatéeaching these truths, but remain silent on
them. Still, itis God's own Word. The teachindgleg Church cannot be any other way than this: the is
the head of the family. Priests are the only onles gan inspire the people to return to these Gadlys.
Pray that they cease going along with the modeyrsdeular way of thinking which has brought disagie
families and society. Priests need to realize ttatHoly Spirit is on the side of truth and Godlwikess
them for teaching the truth. The Church is in serisi this country because authority was not exedcis
properly when grave abuses arose. Millions havethesfaith due to flawed catecheses and failurése
teaching of God's order for family life. For tomtpit was considered charitable, even Christ-likesay
nothing. (| choose to call it gutless.) As a regihle moral authority of the Church has lost thspect it
should haveThis silence by the clergyas understood as acceptance by the. leityt it crazy?

In the Bible St. Paul is crystal clear in saying/ives should be submissive to their husbands as to
the Lord because the husband is head of his wsteagiChrist is head of His body the Church, atagats
Savior. As the Church submits to Christ, so wivesusd submit to their husbands in everything.”
(Ephesians 5:22-32) This is the word of God.

Because Biblical doctrine on the family is not éelled or taught, not lived by husbands and wives,
the family, as we once knew it, has almost disafguka

Isn't it crazy?

There are wives who claim they recognize their husls as head of the home, yet, in fact, they are
governing most every matter regarding the homeaamthe primary disciplinarians in the family. Ttstgp
ahead of their husbands in all these matters vilhdehusband remains silent. If questioned, mosesviv
behaving this way will tell you If'| don't do it, it won't get doneThe feminist movement has affected the
thinking and actions of the whole of socidn't it crazy?
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If wives idolize their husbands then their men Wwalve the motivation and courage to conquer and
subdue kingdoms. God created men to exercise domamd to subdue. (Genesis 1:26-28; Hebrews 2:7-8).
The feminists have reversed the word of God andh@rvoman as the one to subdue and contgrét.it
Crazy?

Father’'s Submission

Jesus Christ is head of the universal Chulesus practiced His headship by becoming the geovalh,
while still sacrificing Himself for all. Jesus Chtiproclaimed His headship when He said: "The $omem
has not come to be served but to serve and tdtjimeelf as a ransom for many." The Pope, visibkedhaf
the Church, calls himself, "the servant of the aats of God." The father and husband in this senide
servant of the family in service to all while sbking the head in authority.

The husband is to imitate Christ's way of beingitéad. The husband becomes the one who gives,
who bows, because he sees his greatness in thendyaet of being subordinate to all members of his
family in the sense that he serves them and seesifor them as the head. He is divinely appoitaee the
head, to have the chief concern for the spiritualfave of both his wife and children, to keep aitar
correct discipline, as well as to support thennairtphysical needs, however hard he must work todin
this way he maintains family order.

The indispensable role of the husband is to be mdwve to God, whose fatherhood he represents,
whose paternity is patterned on God's own fathethtithat is why | kneel before the Father from whom
every family in heaven and on earth takes its nand;| pray that He will bestow on you gifts in jeg
with the riches of His glory. May He strengthen yowmardly through the working of His Spirit. May (&
dwell in your hearts through faith, and may chab#ythe root and foundation of your life" (Ephesi&nl -

17).

Friday is Still a Day of Penance

For centuries Friday, the day Jesus Christ digth@iCross, has been a day of special penance. As a
minimum, abstaining from meat was required undeoss sin for all over the age of seven. When i66L9
the National Conference of Catholic Bishops issaidstoral Statement on Penitential Observance for th
Liturgical Year they spoke ofthe Church's constant recognition that all thetfiéill are required by divine
law to dopenance.'No Christian can claim exception because all iargess, we were told. Below are exact
words of the Bishops Pastoral:

"Friday should be in each week something of what lsin the entire year. For this reason we urge
all to prepare for that weekly Easter tratmes with each Sunday by freely making of evedaya day of
self-denial and mortification in prayerful rememhce of the passion of Jesus Chridttie Bishops said
"the self-denial they especially commend to oumppetor the future observance of Friday,"” was givin
"first place to abstinence from flesh meadthiey ended their statement sayifigt summary, let it not be
said that by this action, implementing the spifitenewal coming out of the Council, we have abelis
Friday, repudiated the holy traditions of our fateeor diminished the insistence of the Churchrenfact
of sin and the need for penance."”



The final sentence of the Conference of @sispoke of their new regulation heralding "a beth of
loving faith and more profound penitential conversi..."

Really? When is the last time you heard a priesagi that all Fridays are days of special penance?
Or, if one eats meat on Fridays outside of Lenhlist do some other penance? Did you know thigielet
any wonder practically no one does penance todaye iou ever heard the saying: "Penance preserves
purity"? And wouldn’t you say the purity went ouitivthe penance@razy isn't it?

In the approved Marian apparitions, such as Louadeg-atima, the Mother of Jesus Christ calls us
back to the Gospel and to intensify our lives aiyer and penance, yet it seems on the practical lev
penance has been abolishkst.t it crazy?

Reverence before the Most Blessed Sacrament

What about thatrazy clapping that goes on in many churches, especallweddings and
confirmations? What does this do to the revereneame supposed to have for the Real Presence of our
Lord, God and Savior in the Blessed Sacrament?eygwonder why people are leaving the Chuisafit
it crazy?Couldn’t the clapping be reserved until the relmept And at Confirmations, it is even crazier. We
are asked to applaud, like in an auditorium, faygbe who often know little about their faith andnrany
cases don't attend Mass on a regular basis. Whyldwu congratulate people for not knowing or
practicing their faith?sn’t it crazy?

Have you heard homilies at funerals, whichtpetrecently departed in heaven? Even for thélg&ape
John Paul lI, detailed study and confirmed miraakesnecessary before beatification or canoniza¥en
we hear funeral homilies of ordinary people whosgeken of as already gone to heaven without a teord
pray for the repose of their souls. It might makeliving feel good, but whaan eternal disservice® the
dead!lsn't it crazyto deny Purgatory in this manner? | ask readengrwou hear of my death, please pray
for me. A priest who strongly believes in the Readsence of Jesus in the Most Blessed Sacrametitand
the Sacrifice of the Cross is perpetuated at therinfy of Holy Mass will hardly tolerate the visig of
people in church before Mass. They should be pregp#remselves spiritually for the greatest actarth.
The same should be true after Mass when thankgpisim order.

The priest should notice how wearing one's "Suhégy' has disappeared in many parishes. People
come in slovenly dress and even immodest dressnmer time. Yet, they are rarely instructed in the
benefit of dressing with dignitysn't it crazy? Priests have a responsibility to educate in tres also.

What about "Youth Masses" where guitars play loadly popular music predominates which carries
no note of reverence or sense of worship? It Bydnaw out of harmony it all is with the realitywhat is
offered in the Divine Liturgy of the Catholic ChtaccShould we be bringing secular culture into our
churches? When those who direct youth have watiaah liturgies for them with pop music, and those
same youth quickly pass out of the teens; they finelno home at so-called "adult Masses."

The teen years are a brief span of a normal tife.dad when they do not feel at home in Church in
young adulthood. Isn't it crazy that teachers aftgdack such vision? | remember over forty yeays a
attending a national liturgical conference wherhdotk or guitar Masses were beginning in our coumt
speaker from another country got up and spoke gaifthease don't do this in the USA. We were wagaah
of you in my country. We thought we had a greabhdghgoing. Youth crowded these Masses and were



entertained. But after their teens they stoppedgym Mass altogether.” The speaker was righigingired.
Isn't it crazy?

What about pastors in churches where there is 8 gathering area or none at all? Yet the priest
thinks he must attempt to shake as many handg aloibr as possible as the people leave after Mass.
people are backed up in church, waiting to getasuthe line moves slowly. Why? Because Father must
shake the hands of the people and so they visitdabathin the church and before the Most Blessed
Sacrament. What happens to the reverence the Ctaaches we should have before our infinite divine
Lord in the Most Blessed Sacrament? What effecs tlme have on children and youth being formediains
parishes? It's crazy and the result is the logeléf in Christ’s true presence.

How are the abuses described in this pamphlet goingange? It depends on people like you who
read this pamphlet. Years ago, Archbishop Sheekelbahead as there were beginnings of abuses and
misrepresentations of faith already in his daywhie predicting greater dangers to the faith tmepsaid,

"It is the laity who will save the Church.”

It will be up to informed Catholics who practicesthfaith rightly to inform other Catholics less
informed of the truth regarding these matters. Adsi your priest to teach what is true and cooet¢hese
matters.



